
January 6, 2025

President Donald J. Trump
Presidential Transition Office
The Mar-a-Lago Club
1100 South Ocean Blvd.
Palm Beach, FL 33480

Governor Doug Burgum
Nominee, Secretary of the Department of
the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear President Trump and Governor Burgum:

I am grateful for your America First leadership and your proposed creation of a National Energy
Council to help usher in a new era of American energy dominance. The outgoing Biden
Administration has attacked our resilient energy producers at every angle, creating a mountain of
federal regulations that directly target affordable, reliable energy from coal, oil, and natural gas.
Their efforts leave our nation’s energy industry in a vulnerable position with nearly two-thirds of
our nation in jeopardy of not having enough power to meet demand today. As a utility regulator
for the last 12 years, I know this scary reality all too well and fought hard against this agenda that
has jeopardized the treasured reliability Americans count on. North Dakotans, like all
Americans, want and deserve better, which is why they overwhelmingly voted to support your
agenda to unleash U.S. energy production. The following 20 Biden Administration regulations
are unnecessary, burdensome and will exacerbate threats to reliable, affordable energy and I urge
you to rescind them upon assuming office.

Americans rely on affordable and reliable energy to power their homes, drive their cars, farm the
land, and grow our economy. Unleashing American energy will help drive down costs across the
board, giving Americans a much needed break after four years of out-of-control inflation. It is
long past time that families see relief through lower prices at the pump, at the grocery store, and
in their utility bills. Furthermore, supporting American energy dominance will benefit the planet
and advance national and international security, allowing the United States to supply our allies
with clean, American-made energy while reducing their dependence on our adversaries like
Russia.

For the thousands of hard working North Dakotans employed in the energy industry—men and
women who show up every day and earn an honest wage providing the energy that fuels our
nation—American energy dominance means much more. It means that they will be able to
support their families and local communities, all while contributing to our nation’s revitalization.
North Dakota energy workers have been continually overlooked by the Biden Administration’s
out-of-touch regulations—and they’re ready for the federal government to get out of their way
and allow them to do what they do best.

By rescinding the following 20 regulations, you will invest in Americans and our ability to
responsibly develop the natural resources we have been blessed with for the benefit of our people
and others throughout the world:

1



● EPA Carbon Rule, “Clean Power Plan 2.0”: This rule requires existing coal-fired
power plants to implement Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) technology to achieve a
90% reduction in carbon dioxide emissions by 2032. These unrealistic reduction targets
rely on CCS technology, which while promising has not yet been proven to be
commercially viable at the scale necessary to achieve these targets. This rule threatens
massive fleet-wide retirements at a time when NERC is warning about power shortages
and demand is increasing dramatically.

● EPAWOTUS Rule: This rule expands the definition of water bodies subject to federal
regulation under the Clean Water Act. This overreach expands EPA’s authority to include
wetlands, streams, and even standing water, which threatens private property rights and
significantly hinders our energy producers and farmers from using their lands to produce
goods essential to our economy and security such as food and fuel.

● EPA MATS Rule: The Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) set new limits on
mercury and other air pollutants emitted by coal- and oil-fired power plants. The rule
produces negligible health benefits and threatens all legacy baseload generating assets
without considering adverse impacts to grid reliability or whether generating resources
exist to replace those impacted by MATS. It will trigger additional retirements of power
generating assets at a time when NERC is warning about power shortages and demand is
increasing dramatically.

● EPA Methane OOOO Rule: This rule establishes limits on methane emissions from new
and existing oil and gas operations, including stricter requirements for monitoring and
repairing leaks. Industry operators already comply with strict requirements and monitor
their assets for the health and safety of the employees and communities they serve. This
rule just adds more regulation without a proven benefit to public health.

● EPAWaste Methane Emissions Charge for Petroleum and Natural Gas Systems
Rule: This rule implements a fee on methane emissions from petroleum and natural gas
systems exceeding specific thresholds. The basin-wide approach aggregates emissions
across operators, potentially imposing significant costs on producers regardless of their
own performance. These fees will be passed along to consumers in the form of higher
rates, and do not guarantee better health outcomes with respect to air quality.

● EPA Legacy Coal Combustion Residuals (CCR) Rule: The CCR rule governs the
disposal and management of coal ash, focusing on legacy impoundments. Arbitrarily
limiting CCR disposal and management, especially for legacy impoundments that pose
little to no risk, will force power generators to find more costly solutions, resulting in
increased prices for consumers.

● EPA 111(d) Implementing Rule: This rule creates a stricter framework for states to
regulate greenhouse gas emissions from existing power plants under the Clean Air Act.
This adversely affects power producing and generating states, and if implemented, would
be a net negative for all traditional energy production, transportation, and other activity.
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● EPA Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5 Rule: This rule lowers the annual primary standard
for fine particulate matter (PM 2.5) from 12.0 to 9.0 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m³),
a 25% reduction. While I agree that particulate matter needs to be monitored and
regulated in accordance with public health, the new standard goes beyond what is proven
to provide health benefits and is another way to force the retirement of coal-powered
generation.

● EPA Multi-Pollutant Emissions Standards for Model Years 2027 and Later
Light-Duty and Medium-Duty Vehicles Rule: This rule, often referred to as the "EV
Mandate," sets stringent emissions standards for new vehicles beginning with the 2027
model year. Compliance with the rule effectively pushes the industry toward
electrification at a time when demand for electricity already exceeds supply and EPA
rules threaten thousands of megawatts of existing power. The electric grid does not have
the capacity to provide power to our nation’s transportation sector, especially while the
EPA is targeting the retirement of the power generating resources currently providing a
majority of our nation’s power.

● USFWS Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants 4(d) Rule: This rule
provides threatened species with the same protections as endangered species, carrying no
consideration for the burden that extending these protections has on private landowners
and economic development. Extending these protections meant for the most endangered
of species weakens our ability to manage and protect wildlife while balancing our needs
to effectively manage working lands and critical habitat.

● USFWS Critical Habitat Rule: This rule modifies the process for listing species and
designating critical habitat, adding language that economic impacts cannot be considered
when making listing decisions. North Dakota and other western states are proud of our
wildlife and its important place in our heritage, but not being able to consider the cost
benefit analysis of taking land out of production is irresponsible to taxpayers and
landowners alike.

● USFWS Section 7 Consultation Updates: These changes expand the scope of
reasonable and prudent measures, and thus add an additional layer of burden for those
working to comply with the law. The changes run contrary to previous attempts to
streamline certain ESA processes and add more red tape and compliance costs, all while
not guaranteeing better outcomes for protecting wildlife.

● BLM Venting/Flaring Rule: This rule limits the venting and flaring of natural gas
during oil and gas operations on federal lands. This rule poses a unique challenge to
Western states with large Federal land holdings, would reduce state and federal revenues
derived from energy leasing and limit the increased production needed to lower prices
and meet increased US and international demand.

● BLM Conservation Rule: This rule creates and elevates conservation as a formal use of
public lands – equal to other uses such as energy development, grazing, and recreation –
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by creating conservation leases that allow land to be designated for restoration or
preservation purposes. The BLM should be focused on making the federal estate work
better for Americans by increasing its utility, not limiting it. This means more leasing
opportunities for energy development and other multiple use practices. These new
conservation leases promise to take lands out of production for domestic energy as well
as cattle grazing that has been the backbone of multi-use land management for nearly a
century.

● BLM Resource Management Plan (RMP) for North Dakota: The RMP would have
dramatic negative effects on North Dakota energy workers by preventing the leasing of
hundreds of thousands of acres of coal and oil and gas. This means hundreds of North
Dakotans out of their jobs, a less secure grid, and state revenues reduced by the tens of
millions. Furthermore, the RMP is not grounded in any scientific finding and does not
accurately account for potential impacts it might have on private property rights.

● BLMModernizing Mineral Leasing Rule: This rule changes the federal leasing process
for oil, gas, and coal on public lands. These changes would increase costs for energy
developers and slow leasing approvals, potentially impacting energy production and state
revenues tied to federal leases. The loss in revenues would impact the federal budget and
likely result in energy producing states having to reduce or outright cut some of the state
and local government programs that depend on energy revenues to operate.

● DOE Clean Energy for New Federal Buildings and Major Renovations of Federal
Buildings Rule: This rule requires federal agencies to phase out fossil fuel usage in new
federal building construction or major renovation by achieving a 90% reduction in fossil
fuel use for new projects started between FY 2025-2029 and eliminating on-site fossil
fuel usage in new projects beginning in 2030. While aimed at increasing efficiency, the
rule would actually increase overall energy consumption and subsequent emissions,
meaning more cost to taxpayers and worse federal workspaces.

● Office of Surface Mining (OSE) 10-Day Notice Rule: This rule requires states to
address surface mining violations within 10 days before federal enforcement is initiated.
The rule, part of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act (SMCRA), aims to
ensure timely compliance but unfortunately has the effect of limiting state flexibility and
increasing federal intervention. This will increase compliance costs, hurting mining
companies and the employees who work for them. Furthermore, federal agencies should
not hold industry to strict timelines while they routinely slow-walk permit approvals and
exceed deadlines by months or years, even on routine approvals.

● National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) Corporate Average Fuel
Economy (CAFE) Standards: This rule sets fleet-wide fuel economy targets for
automakers, requiring an average of 49 MPG by 2026. This rule limits consumer choice
by pushing Green New Deal restrictions on Americans purchasing new cars, which under
this regulation, would place even more upward price pressure on an essential consumer
good.
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● Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) National Highway System GHG
Emissions Rule: This rule requires state and regional transportation agencies to measure
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the National Highway System. The rule
prioritizes integrating GHG reduction goals into transportation planning and
infrastructure projects. This rule directs more federal and state infrastructure dollars
toward compliance costs and red tape instead of actual roads, bridges and other
infrastructure buildout. It forces unnecessary regulations on states, many of which are ill
equipped to gather such information.

Rescinding these regulations is a good start in creating lasting change in the energy sector that
reasserts an America First approach with families and workers front and center. As you continue
your work, I stand ready to assist in making America energy dominant once again.

Sincerely,

Julie Fedorchak
Member of Congress
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